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READING SKILLS
Research shows that good phonological awareness skills are crucial for early reading 
success. But some kids need lots of practise to develop these skills. So we’ve created this 
booklet to help your students build strong oral, listening and segmenting skills while they 
have fun at the same time. Phonological awareness skills include being able to

✓ break a word into syllables
✓ hear the sounds that makes up a word
✓ identify words that rhyme
✓ use alliteration.

Phonological awareness is foundational for

✓ Beginning readers
✓ Struggling readers
✓ ELL 

Using this booklet, children will build essential phonological awareness skills as they listen 
for initial sounds, orally segment words and then blend the sounds together to make words. 
It contains 90 × printable colour picture cards.

WHY SEGMENTING AND BLENDING?
Good listening skills are essential for young learners. Children need to be able to hear, 
identify, and make each sound orally before they can apply these skills to learning to read. 
Being able to hear the number of sounds in a word and identify each one is called phoneme 
segmentation. As learners build their skills in hearing, identifying and manipulating sounds, 
they move to segmenting and blending words. For blending and segmenting, learners 
develop the ability to say each sound separately (isolated sounds), then blend and stretch 
the sounds to make the word.

Children love puzzles so using a game format makes learning fun. These illustrated cards 
really draw in young learners. The Reading Eggs team are passionate about helping 
children learn to read so we’re always adding resources to help at home and in the 
classroom. To find more resources for phonological awareness and other key reading skills 
visit our printable library. 

Katy Pike and  
The Reading Eggs TeamHappy 

Eggsploring!

www.readingeggs.com
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Teaching ideas

How to use
What’s included?
✓ 90 × picture cards with sound dots

✓ Resource listing with each image and number of phonemes 

Setting it up
Colour cards

1 Print pages 4–18 single sided.

2 Laminate each page for durability.

3 Cut along the dotted lines to make  
the cards.

4 Put groups of words together in 
resealable bags for easy use.

1 Model how to identify the number of 
phonemes; e.g., “I am going to say 
a word and we’re going to work out 
how many sounds. Let’s start with your 
name.” Clap, tap or jump (for kinaesthetic 
learners) for each phoneme. “Amy, how 
many sounds, ay (clap, tap or jump) 
me (clap, tap or jump). Emphasise the 
two sounds, then practice blending the 
sounds back together. “Ayyyyy meeeeee, 
let’s blend them together. Ayyy-meee, a 
little faster now. Amy! That’s right” 

2 Start with two phoneme words. Give 
children counters, small blocks or cotton 
wool balls to push up onto each picture 
card to segment the word. Model 
segmenting into two sounds.

3 Use the arrow to blend the word after 
you’ve segmented so children can 
practice both skills. Model stretching the 
sounds.

4 Use whiteboard markers to write 
matching letters to sounds. With 
laminated cards, it’s easy to  
wipe them clean so students  
can practise again  
and again.
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Card Word Phonemes Card Word Phonemes

1 bat 3 37 nap 3

2 bed 3 38 net 3

3 box 3 39 nut 3

4 bus 3 40 pan 3

5 cab 3 41 pat 3

6 cap 3 42 peg 3

7 cat 3 43 pen 3

8 cot 3 44 pig 3

9 cup 3 45 pin 3

10 cut 3 46 pop 3

11 dad 3 47 pot 3

12 dig 3 48 rat 3

13 dog 3 49 red 3

14 fan 3 50 rod 3

15 fat 3 51 run 3

16 fig 3 52 sad 3

17 fox 3 53 sat 3

18 ham 3 54 sip 3

19 hat 3 55 six 3

20 hen 3 56 sun 3

21 hop 3 57 tap 3

22 hut 3 58 ten 3

23 jam 3 59 tin 3

24 jet 3 60 top 3

25 jug 3 61 van 3

26 leg 3 62 vet 3

27 lid 3 63 wag 3

28 lip 3 64 wax 3

29 log 3 65 web 3

30 man 3 66 wig 3

31 map 3 67 win 3

32 mat 3 68 yak 3

33 mix 3 69 zap 3

34 mop 3 70 zip 3

35 mud 3 71 band 4

36 mug 3 72 crab 4

Card Word Phonemes

73 drum 4

74 flag 4

75 frog 4

76 grin 4

77 hand 4

78 jump 4

79 lamp 4

80 mask 4

81 milk 4

82 nest 4

83 plum 4

84 pond 4

85 post 4

86 sand 4

87 sled 4

88 spot 4

89 stop 4

90 tent 4

Resource listing
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