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READING SKILLS
Research shows that good phonological awareness skills are crucial for early reading 
success. But some kids need lots of practice to develop these skills. So we’ve created this 
booklet to help your students build strong oral, listening and segmenting skills while they 
have fun at the same time. Phonological awareness skills include being able to

✓	 break a word into syllables
✓	 hear the sounds that makes up a word
✓	 identify words that rhyme
✓	 use alliteration.

Phonological awareness is foundational for

✓	 Beginning readers
✓	 Struggling readers
✓	 ELL 

Children will build essential phonological awareness skills as they listen for initial sounds, 
orally segment words, and then blend the sounds together to make words. It contains 72 × 
colour printable CVC picture cards.

Why onset and rime?
Good listening skills are essential for young learners. Children need to be able to hear, 
identify, and make each sound orally before they can apply these skills to learning to 
read. In a word, onset is the first sound(s) before the vowel and the rime is everything that 
comes after; e.g., for bug, b (onset) ug (rime). Onset and rime helps learners identify chunks 
in words. In time, this helps build word families (those with similar rimes) which is an 
important early spelling skill.

Children love puzzles so using a game format makes learning fun. These illustrated cards 
really draw in young learners. The Reading Eggs team are passionate about helping 
children learn to read so we’re always adding resources to help at home and in the 
classroom. To find more resources for phonological awareness and other key reading skills 
visit our downloadable library. 

Katy Pike and  
The Reading Eggs TeamHappy 

Eggsploring!

www.readingeggs.com
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1	 Start with a single rime group like an, ap 
or at. You can see the words included on 
the following page. 

2	 Model segmenting words into onset  
and rime; e.g., “I am going to say  
a word in two parts. Listen  
carefully and try to work  
out what the  
word is.” 

3	 Hold out one hand for the onset and one 
for the rime: “n–et.” Blend the sounds 
together, bringing your hands together 
when you blend. “Say the sounds quickly: 
n– et, net.” Ask learners to find  
the matching picture card.

4	 Group words according to their onset  
or rime.

Teaching ideas

How to use
What’s included?
✓	72 × printable CVC picture cards in colour
✓	Teaching ideas for onset and rime

Setting it up
Colour picture cards

1	 Print pages 4–16 single sided. 

2	 Laminate each page.

3	 Cut along the dotted lines to 
make the cards.

4	 Use a paper clip to group words 
with the same medial sound 
together.

www.readingeggs.com
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Medial vowel Rime Words

a ab cab

a ad sad

a ag bag, wag

a ak yak

a am ham, jam 

a an fan, man, pan, van

a ap cap, map, nap, tap, zap

a ar car, jar

a at bat, cat, hat, mat, rat, sat

a ax wax

e eb web

e ed bed, red

e eg beg, leg, peg

e en hen, ten

e et jet, net, pet, vet

i ig big, dig, fig, pig, wig

i id kid, lid

i in pin

i ip lip, zip

i it fit, sit

i ix fix, mix, six

o od rod

o og dog, hog, jog, log

o op mop, hop, pop, top

o ot cot, hot, pot

o ox box, fox

u ub cub

u ug bug, dug, jug, mug, rug

u un run, sun

u up cup

u us bus

u ut cut, hut

Resource listing
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